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Introduction

lowa Trenchless was excited to bring Morty the Tunnel Rat home from NASTT’s 2022 No-Dig Show in Minneapolis, MN last year, and
has been doing their best to keep him gainfully employed since!

At each year’s NASTT No-Dig Show, Morty the Tunnel Rat donates his services for the upcoming year to the highest bidder, in a
tradition of raising funds for NASTT’s Annual Educational Fund Auction. Since 2002, NASTT’s annual auction has raised over $1.2M to
Vit support educational initiatives. All of the proceeds are
‘ used to support trenchless training, technical course
manuals, university student chapter attendance at

the No-Dig Show, awarding student and municipal
scholarships, and to provide targeted training to
NASTT members. (see pg 32)

Morty kicked off his year at lowa Trenchless by
catching up with his old tunneling crew including
superintendent Randy Siemers and meeting his new
team, then went straight to work on his first job of the
year with foremen Lance Atkinson and Kyle Spoon on

Morty’s old crew (L-R): Tyler Ireland, Lance Atkinson, Chris McClellan, their Closes Creek project in Des Moines, lowa.
Kyle Spoon, Randy Siemers, James Bailey ’

Des Moines, IA - Closes Creek Storm Sewer

This project is part of the City of Des Moines, lowa’s multi-
year plan to mitigate flooding in the Closes Creek Watershed.
In an effort to mitigate future flooding issues, the City

of Des Moines implemented four long-term stormwater
improvement plans for areas with previously inadequate
drainage. The project scope of work included increasing

the capacity of existing stormwater culverts and installing
additional storm sewer infrastructure including two separate
150-foot tunnels of 84-inch RCP, as well as 340-foot and
152-foot tunnels and jacking 72-inch RCP using open-faced
Akkerman TBM tunnel machines and pipe jacking techniques.

Morty and team with the Akkerman
720TBM coming into the side of the shaft;

In addition to performing efficiently and safely in a high-
traffic residential setting, the lowa Trenchless crew went

the extra mile to create cost-effective work plans, including (L-R): Shawn Hunt, Lance Atkinson, Kyle
installation of two separate 84-inch tunnels from one launch Spoon, Justin Jungles, Alex Bower, Jacoby N
shaft and job-site layouts to safely accommodate existing Winters, Noah Ramsey /
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Morty's Trenchless Academy

Morty loves the variety of projects he works on!

Tunneling Out - the Iowa Trenchless
Excavator Shield operator gets a glimpse
of their team member operating another
excavator
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BEFORE AND AFTER: Justin Jungles and Noah Ramsey taking a break inside the Akkerman 960 TBM

geography, multiple residences, and heavy pedestrian traffic while minimizing disruption to the neighborhood.
This was a unique and important project, and earned a finalist spot for the 2022 NUCA Top Jobs competition.

In order to make this projeci work, multiple tunnels shared one shaft, which had to be angled to a
and allowing a receiving shaft to be the launch shaft for the next drive

<9 wstrons 15 TRENCHLESS i ser 2021






